
 

Small Group 
February 7, 2018 

Revelation Chapter 1 
Revelation of Jesus Christ: Of Kings and Kingdoms  
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From the very first verse we discover what 
this book is all about…It is the revelation of 
Jesus Christ, in all His power and all His 
glory.  It is Jesus Christ revealed to the 
powers of the world.  We are invited into the 
instruction of John to the seven churches 
scattered through Asia Minor (modern day 
Turkey).  Many people read Revelation with 
an eye to the future; they hope to unlock the 
mysteries of the images and symbols by 
understanding the events of today in light of 
the writings of Revelation.  But that is missing 
the major emphasis and themes of 
Revelation.  It is the Revelation of Jesus The 
King not the revelation of the end times.  
John repeatedly addresses his hearers on 
two main themes:  1.  Don’t give up in the 
face of suffering and persecution and 2. Don’t 

2

compromise your allegiance to Jesus by 
pursuing the things of the world. 
 

KEY POINTS 

- There is one King and one Kingdom we 
serve.  This supersedes allegiance to any 
other kingdom on earth.  
- Revelation helps us to see and 
acknowledge the Lordship of Jesus as the 
King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. 
-John wrote about the events of the past, 
present and future and how the church 
should navigate the challenges it has faced 
and will face. 
-Take heart, Jesus is victorious. 
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Bible Study 
Questions 

1

. Read Revelation 1 (see next page) 

1. John writes; that he “was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus.”  

  a. What images come to mind when you think of an island?   

b. What does it mean he was there because of “the word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus?”  

 c. What messages did this send to his original audience?   

 

2.  Domitian is believed to have been the Roman emperor during the time of John’s banishment 
to Patmos.  He was called among other things:: “King of Kings and Lord of Lords” …..“God’s 
Son and Savior”… “The world’s sure salvation.” 

In Jesus two Old Testament figures are merged together…The Son of Man (representing 
humanity) and The Ancient of Days (representing God). (Daniel 7).  In Daniel 7 they are two 
separate beings but in Revelation the Son of Man is described as the Ancient of Days, they are 
one and the same.  In other words, when we are looking at Jesus we are looking straight 
through Him to God the Father.   

a. What is the message being sent to the seven churches with this image of Jesus?   

 

3.  Christians were persecuted not because they were Christians but because they would not 
acknowledge Caesar as Lord.  If you did not pledge allegiance to the empire it could cost you 
your life.  Discuss this statement about nationalism that borders on religious worship:   

“Religious nationalism (whether to Rome, Byzantium, Spain, Russia, the US, etc.) has always 
been the greatest rival to the kingdom of Christ.” (Brian Zahnd) 

    a. Give examples of when the teachings of Christ and the Kingdom of God take precedence 
over the laws and/or policies of the United States.   

 

4.  What does it mean that we are a “kingdom of priests.” (verse 6). 
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Personal Application Questions 
 

Please answer the questions below as they best apply to you personally.  Speak in the “I”.   There is no 
obligation to answer any question.   

1

1.  How have you understood the book of 
Revelation up to this point?  Is it a challenge 
to look at it from a different perspective?   

2. Discuss which verse or phrase from 

chapter one speaks most personally to you 

and why.  

3. In what areas of your life are you tempted 

to compromise your trust in God?  What 

areas of this world allure you away from the 

Kingdom of God? 

 

 

2

4. Is there any area where your nationalism 

or sense of patriotism conflicts with the way 

of the Kingdom of Jesus?  Would you be 

willing to rethink a particular political, social 

or ethical stance you hold (e.g. Immigration, 

death penalty, conscientious objector, Pledge 

of Allegiance, gun laws) in light of the 

teaching of Jesus and the New Testament? 

5.  Assignment:  Read Revelation chapters 

2 & 3 and identify which churches did not 

receive any condemnations and which 

churches were not given any 

commendations.  
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Continued… 

1

1 The revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon 
take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who testifies to 
everything he saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 3 Blessed is the 
one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to 
heart what is written in it, because the time is near.  

4 John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from him who 
is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, 5 and from 
Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has made 
us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for 
ever and ever! Amen. 

7 “Look, he is coming with the clouds, and “every eye will see him, even those who pierced 
him”; and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.” So shall it be! Amen. 
8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to 
come, the Almighty.” 9 I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and 
patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of 
God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me 
a loud voice like a trumpet, 11 which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the 
seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and 
Laodicea.” 12 I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I 
saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was someone like a son of 
man,[d] dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his 
chest. 14 The hair on his head was white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like 
blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound 
of rushing waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, and coming out of his mouth was a 
sharp, double-edged sword .His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.17 When I saw 
him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be 
afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive 
for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.19 “Write, therefore, what you have 
seen, what is now and what will take place later. 20 The mystery of the seven stars that you saw 
in my right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of 
the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 
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Revelation 1 
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